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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BUCHAR 05850 050859Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 DHA-02 /032 W 

104922 052355Z/65 

R 050750Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4804 
INFO AMCONSUL MUNICH 

CONFIDENTIAL BUCHAREST 5850 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CSCE, SHUM, RO 

SUBJECT: DISSIDENTS: CANAL GROUP 

REF: A. BUCHAREST 4765; B. BUCHAREST 5321 

1 . RADU NEGRESCU, ONE OF FIVE PERSONS SENTENCED TO ONE YEAR'S 
WORK ON DANUBE-BLACK SEA CANAL FOR WRITING A LETTER ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS SITUATION IN ROMANIA SUBSEQUENTLY PUBLICIZED IN WEST 
(REFTELS), CAME TO EMBASSY AUGUST 4 TO PROVIDE UPDATE ON THEIR 
SITUATION. THEY HAVE WRITTEN A "SECOND CALL OF HELP" WHICH 

THEY ARE NOW DISTRIBUTING TO VARIOUS WESTERN EMBASSIES (E.G. DUTCH, 
AUSTRIANS) WHICH CONFIRMS SEQUENCE OF EVENTS REPORTED REFTELS, 
DESCRIBES THEIR PRESENT SITUATION AS "DESPERATE ", AND STATES 
THAT ALL WILL BEGIN A HUNGER STRIKE "TO ITS END" ON SEPTEMBER 1 
AT THEIR WORKPLACES IF THEY ARE NOT ISSUED PASSPORTS TO EMIGRATE. 
DOCUMENT CONCLUDES WITH AN APPEAL TO "INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION" 
AND TO PRESIDENT CARTER SPECIFICALLY FOR HELP IN "THE 
RESCUE OF OUR LIVES AND LIBERTIES." 

2. NEGRESCU TOLD EMBOFF THAT GROUP IS ALSO TRYING TO 
GET COPY OF THEIR STATEMENT TO RFE SINCE "WHAT GOOD 
WOULD A HUNGER STRIKE DO IF NO ONE KNEW ABOUT IT?" 

BARNES 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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